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INTRODUCTION 

This Pre Construction Notification (PCN) has been prepared as an attachment document to 

the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 404 application for a permit to impact jurisdictional waters 

of the U.S. This PCN pertains to the rehabilitation of the Ohio to Erie Bridge over Walnut 

Creek (the “Project”).  

 

In the construction of the Project, total impact are proposed to 0.30 acres of Waters of the 

United States (WOTUS), including temporary impacts to 0.02 acres of wetland and 0.28 

acres of stream as well as 0.001 acre of permanent stream fill. This report provides the 

information to show compliance with the terms and conditions of Nationwide Permit (NWP) 

3.  With these documents, we are requesting verification from the district engineer that this 

project complies with NWP 3 prior to commencing the proposed work. 

 

In response to this NWP verification request and PCN, the district engineer reviews the 

information submitted by the permittee. If the district engineer determines that the activity 

complies with the terms and conditions of the NWP, the engineer will notify the permittee. 

Special conditions may be added to the NWP authorization to ensure that the activity results 

in minimal individual and cumulative adverse effects on the aquatic environment and other 

public interest factors. The special conditions are incorporated into the NWP verification, 

along with the NWP text and the NWP general conditions. The district engineer will respond 

to NWP verification requests within 45 days of receiving a complete PCN. A PCN is 

considered complete once all agency concerns/comments have been addressed.  

  

Included in this report is information to show compliance with the conditions of the USACE 

NWP 3.  This includes evaluation for endangered species, potential designation of onsite 

streams, water quality management and erosion control methods, assessments of wetlands, 

and a mitigation proposal.    
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1.0 RESPONSIBLE PARTIES 

Name, address and telephone numbers of the prospective permittee: 
 

Applicant: 
 
 
 

Preservation Parks of Delaware Co. 
Matt Simpson 
2656 Hogback Road 
Sunbury, Ohio 43074 
 
 

msimpson@preservationparks.com 
740-524-8600 x102 
 

Ecological 
Consultant: 

CT Consultants, Inc. 
Carrie Ricker, PWS 
8150 Sterling Ct. 
Mentor, OH 44060 
 

cricker@ctconsultants.com 
440-530-2208  

   
Engineer: CT Consultants, Inc. 

Tajudeen A. Bakare, PE, M.ASCE 
8150 Sterling Ct. 
Mentor, OH 44060 
 

tbakare@ctconsultants.com  

 

2.0 SITE LOCATION  

The project site is approximately 1 acre in size and is located in the Village of Sunbury, 

Delaware County, Ohio. The property consists of PPN(s): 41623001062001 (partial) and 

41623301063001 (partial). The site is located at 40.244963° by -82.848226° 

latitude/longitude.  See the Location Map (Appendix A) for details. 

 

3.0 NWP AUTHORIZATION 

This Pre-Construction Notification (PCN) has been prepared on behalf of Preservation Park 

of Delaware County.  This is an attachment document to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Section 404 application for authorization under Nationwide Permit #3 to impact jurisdictional 

waters of the U.S. This report provides the information to show compliance with the terms 

and conditions of Nationwide Permit (NWP) #3. 
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4.0 PROJECT DISCRIPTION 

The Project involves the rehabilitation of the Ohio to Erie Bridge over Walnut Creek in the 

Village of Sunbury, Delaware County, Ohio. The existing Train Trestle Bridge is 200 ft. long, 

approximately 45 ft. high, spanning the width of Big Walnut Creek with riveted twin steel 

plate girder superstructure supported on concrete abutments and piers.  
 

The proposed rehabilitation is intended to support a wider multi-use trial and strengthen the 

structural integrity of the bridge to prolong its useful life. This rehabilitation work includes: 

clean and paint entire steel superstructure, fix rear abutment scour and foundation 

undermining problem, replace existing narrow trail deck with a proposed 10 ft. wide 

walkway, repair and patch spalled bridge seat at all substructure units and seal surfaces 

with epoxy-urethane sealer, clean and refurbish all bearings, and repair embankment at new 

approach pavement at forward abutment.  
 

The bridge construction rehabilitation work will be accomplished through temporary access 

fill (TAF), in accordance with ODOT Bridge Design Manual Section 201.3.2, which will be 

used as the medium for construction access within stream. TAF area includes 60 ft. south 

of bridge and 30 ft. north of bridge, totaling a length of 110 ft. and area of 0.28 acres within 

Big Walnut Creek. The maximum placement height of TAF will be set approximately one 

foot above the Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM). TAF shall accommodate a flow rate 

equal to twice the highest mean monthly flows such that backwater elevation does not 

exceed the OWHM. Immediately following construction TAF shall be removed in its entirety 

and any affected areas of the stream banks will be restored to pre-construction contours 

and revegetated.  
 

The proposed work at rear abutment includes scour mitigation and countermeasures to 

hamper the degradation.  This includes a concrete encasement around foundation that will 

result in the permanent fill of 0.001 acre beneath the OWHM of Big Walnut Creek. 
 

The construction of the Project will result in the temporary impact to 0.02 acres of wetland 

and 0.28 linear feet of stream as well as 0.001 acre of permanent stream fill. See the 

Wetland Impact Map in Appendix B for details. 
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5.0 DELINEATION 

CT Consultants completed a wetland delineation in August 2021, to determine the 

presence, extent, and quality of wetlands, streams, and other surface water resources 

that may be subject to regulation under Section 404 and 401 of the United States Clean 

Water Act. The wetland delineation was performed in accordance with the 1987 Corps of 

Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual and the 2012 Regional Supplement to the Corps 

of Engineers Delineating manual: Midwest Region (Version 2.0). This report summarizes 

the results of our wetland investigation.   
 

A review of the available data has been completed to evaluate potential conditions of the 

site. A walk through of the property revealed that there were wetland areas on the 

property.  Points were plotted on the property to best characterize the wetland and non-

wetland areas. Field investigations were completed to determine the wetland boundaries. 

Delineated wetland boundaries have been marked on the property using neon pink 

wetland flagging. These boundaries were plotted on a map of the site and the areas were 

digitally calculated. Thus, it was determined that 0.02 acres of wetlands and 225 linear 

feet of stream are present within study site.  
 

5.1 METHODOLOGY 

On August 17, 1991, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers was directed under the 1991 

appropriation bill to utilize the 1987 Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual. 

The Interim Regional Supplement to the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual: 

Midwest Region (Version 2.0) was issued in April 2012 and is to be used in conjunction 

with the 1987 Manual. This Supplement is applicable to all or portions of Illinois, Indiana, 

Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, 

Oklahoma, South Dakota, and Wisconsin. 
 

An experienced wetland scientist has reviewed all available resources of information 

including historic aerial photographs and topographic maps, as well as technical criteria 

and field indicators to assess the site in accordance to the USACE Wetlands Delineation 

Manual. Wetland Determination Data Forms are included in Appendix D. 
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5.2 RESOURCE INFORMATION 

USDA SOIL SURVEY  
The US Department of Agriculture Web Soil Survey (Appendix A) indicated the presence 

of the following soil types in declining order that are present on the site: 
 

1. LoA (75%) Lobdell silt loam, 
channery substratum 

0 to 2 percent slopes, 
occasionally flooded 

2.  W (25%) Water  

None of the above listed soil series are listed as “hydric” within the Hydric Soils of the 

United States (1987).  

 

NATIONAL WETLAND INVENTORY 
An examination of the US Fish and Wildlife National Wetland Inventory (NWI) Map, 

(Appendix A) indicates a previously mapped Riverine feature (Big Walnut Creek) within 

the study site. This area roughly correspond to the currently mapped Big Walnut Creek. 

The NWI map has been compiled using aerial photography in conjunction with collateral 

data sources and fieldwork. It should be noted that, however useful it may be as a 

preliminary wetland resource, the size and shape of wetlands could vary greatly between 

the available data sources and the on-site observed conditions. NWI maps are not to be 

construed as the final authority for wetlands existence. 
 

5.3 SITE CHARACTERISTICS 

This property is located within the Till Plains Region of central Ohio. The surficial geology 

of the property was formed by the deposition of silty glacial till or loamy material over silty 

glacial till. The soils on the property are of the  Cardington-Bennington association and 

are nearly level to steep, moderately well drained, poorly drained, and very poorly drained 

soils; formed on an undulating low-lime glacial till plain.  
 

The property consists primarily of forested plant communities.  Surrounding land use is 

primarily forested and residential. 
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5.4 LAND COVER/PLANT COMMUNITIES 

Plant communities and/or land covers were determined by characterizing the dominant 

vegetative strata present within areas that share similar topographical relief, soil types 

and hydrology.  A map of the land covers is located in Appendix C. 

1. Mixed Hardwood, Hydrophytic: 

Species include American sycamore (Platanus occidentalis), American elm (Ulmus 

americana), Common Violet (Viola sororia), White Grass (Leersia virginiana), False Nettle 

(Boehmeria cylindrica), and Poison Ivy (Toxicodendron radicans). 

2. Mixed Hardwood, Mesophytic: 

Species include Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum), American Basswood (Tilia americana), 

American Beech (Fagus grandifolia), Tulip Tree (Liriodendron tulipifera), Black Walnut 

(Juglans nigra), Multiflora Rose (Rosa multiflora), Poison Ivy (Toxicodendron radicans), 

and Virginia Creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia). 

5.5 WETLAND DELINEATION RESULTS 

It has been determined that 0.02 acres of wetlands and 225 linear feet of Big Walnut 

Creek are present on the study site. It is the opinion of CT Consultants that wetlands and 

streams are considered federally jurisdictional ‘Waters of the United States’ (WOTUS). 
 

5.6 EXTENT OF WATER RESOURCES 

The wetland boundaries were plotted on a map of the site and the areas were digitally 

calculated. (See the Delineation Map in Appendix B). The following tables show a 

breakdown of the wetland and stream areas. 
 

Table 1. Extent of Water Resources- Wetlands 

Wetland 
Label 

Area 
(ac.) 

Wetland 
Type 

Jurisdictional 
Status1 

ORAM 
Category Latitude Longitude 

W-A 0.02 Forested Jurisdictional 2 40.245073° -82.848003° 
 

1Preliminary jurisdictional status based on the professional opinion of CT Consultants; subject to review by USACE.  
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Table 2. Field Quantitative Assessments- Streams 

Stream 
label 

Length 
(L.F.) 

Width 
(L.F) 

Flow 
Regime 

QHEI 
score 

Stream 
Class Latitude Longitude 

Big 
Walnut 
Creek 

225 140-
160 

Per. 64.5 4 40.244963° -82.848226° 

        

6.0 MITIGATION 

The Project will result in a loss of 0.001 acres of waters of the United States.  Additional 

impacts include 0.02 acres of temporary wetland impact, and 0.28 acres of temporary 

perennial stream impact for construction. Below is a discussion of compensatory mitigation 

and restoration that offsets the unavoidable impacts for the construction of the project.  

 
6.1 WETLAND MITIGATION 

Proposed wetland impacts are minimal (0.02 acres) and temporary for construction access. 

Temporary fill will be removed immediately following construction and wetland will be 

restored to pre-construction contours and revegetated. The project will not result in a loss of 

wetlands and no mitigation is proposed.  

 
6.2 STREAM MITIGATION 

The proposed 0.001 acre of permanent fill to Big Walnut Creek is minimal and beneath the 

compensatory mitigation requirement. Sandbags and pumps will be used to keep abutment 

foundation dry for concrete pouring. 

 
The proposed 0.28 acres of temporary impacts to Big Walnut Creek for the purposes of 

heavy machinery access for bridge rehabilitation. Temporary Access Fill (TAF) will be used 

in accordance with ODOT BDM Section 201.3.2 and will be removed immediately following 

construction activities. Flow will be sustained to protect aquatic life and prevent the 

interruption of existing downstream use. The stream impact is unlikely to have any effect on 

lowering of the water quality. TAF includes removal of fill material to pre-construction 

contours and revegetation of disturbed stream banks.   
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7.0 LISTED SPECIES    

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) was consulted with to obtain an official list 

of threatened and endangered species that may occur within the project boundaries 

(TAILS# 03E15000-2021-TA-2351). After reviewing the comments from the USFWS a 

total of two mammal species were identified. A copy of the USFWS official response is 

provided in Appendix F.   
 

See the following chart for a breakdown of the identified species, results of the habitat 

assessment, and potential effects to each species.  

 

Table 5. Information for Planning and Consultation Species List 

Scientific Name Common Name Federal 
Status 

Habitat 
Present 

Species 
Impacted 

Mammals     

Myotis septentrionalis Northern long-eared bat Threatened Summer Potential 

Myotis sodalist Indiana bat Endangered Summer Potential 
 

Northern long-eared Bat (Myotis septentrionalis) and Indiana Bat (Myotis sodalist): 
The federally endangered Indiana bat and the federally threatened Northern long-eared 

bat have distinct habitats during the winter and summer months. During the winter, both 

of these species can be found hibernating in underground hibernacula typically consisting 

of caves and abandoned mines. The summer habitat for these species consist of variety 

of forested habitats, which are, utilized for roosting, foraging, and commuting. Critical 

habitat has been designated for the Indiana bat but this project is not located within it. No 

critical habitat has been designated for the Northern long-eared bat.  
 

No caves or mines were identified during the habitat assessment; therefore, no winter 

habitat for these species is present in the project boundary.  
 

The project area contains a less than 1 acres of wooded habitat that contained suitable 

summer roosting, foraging, and commuting habitat for the Indiana and Northern long-

eared bat.  
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Effects and Minimization 

To complete the project, it is necessary to clear a total of 0.14 acres of suitable forested 

habitat. Trees will be cleared during the Seasonal clearing limits (October 1 – March 31) 

to reduce adverse effects to these species. Due to the lack of potential winter habitat in 

the project boundaries, no adverse effects to hibernating Indiana or Northern long-eared 

bats are anticipated from the project.  

 

8.0 HISTORICAL PROPERTIES AND CULTURAL RESOURCES  

The project is intended for the bridge to be rehabilitated to support a wider multi-use 

trail. The work will also strengthen the structural integrity of the bridge and prolong its 

useful life. Given the project type, it is unlikely to affect Historic Places or cultural 

resources. 
 

9.0 NATIONAL WILD AND SCENIC RIVER SYSTEM 

There are no scenic river systems on or near the project site.  
 

10.0 CONCLUSION 

The construction of the Project will result in 0.02 acres of temporary wetland impacts, 0.28 

acres of temporary perennial stream impact and 0.001 acre of permanent perennial stream 

fill. Based on all of the information provided in this Pre-construction Notification, the applicant 

is requesting Department of the Army authorization to proceed with the project under 

Nationwide Permit #3.  
 

Please contact me with any questions you may have concerning this submittal. 
 

Respectfully,  

CT Consultants, Inc.  
 

 

Carrie Ricker, PWS 

Director of Ecological Services 
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