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(Top) Eric Gangloff. (Left) Gangloff's students look for Wall Lizards. 
(Above) A Wall Lizard. (Photos by Eric Gangloff).
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The Future is Wall Lizards: 
How one species has made it in the city

Members of  the Gangloff  Lab of  Amphibian and 
Reptile Ecophysiology (GLARE) from Ohio 
Wesleyan University will describe their recent 

work with wall lizards and how this European species is 
able to do so well here in Ohio. This includes work with 
genetics, understanding how lizards respond to temperature 
variation, and how their body size and shape allow them 
to navigate urban environments. We will also demonstrate 
our techniques, including how we catch lizards with fishing 
poles and our thermal imaging camera.

Short Bio of  Eric Gangloff
Eric Gangloff  is an Associate Professor in the Department 
of  Biological Sciences at Ohio Wesleyan University. His lab 
researches how reptiles and amphibians respond to new 
and changing environments. Specifically, they have studied 
introduced populations of  the Common Wall Lizard in 
Ohio since 2020 to understand how this versatile species 
thrives in novel urban environments.
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Ohio Division of  Wildlife (with permission)

COLUMBUS, Ohio – Volunteer observers reported 428 
sandhill cranes in Ohio during the 2025 Midwest Crane 
Count, according to the Ohio Department of  Natural 
Resources (ODNR) Division of  Wildlife. The count was 
coordinated by the Division of  Wildlife, International Crane 
Foundation, and Ohio Bird Conservation Initiative.
During the 2024 count, volunteers observed 412 cranes. 
The 2025 results show a 4% increase in reports in one year. 
Volunteers surveyed 31 counties this year and found cranes in 
24 of  them. The five counties with the most sandhill cranes 
reported during the 2025 count were Wayne (101), Lucas 
(97), Ottawa (59), Geauga (51), and Sandusky (19).

Volunteer observers reported 428 sandhill cranes in Ohio 
during the Midwest Crane Count.

The inaugural Midwest Crane Count was in 2021 and has 
grown in each ensuing year. This was the fifth year for the 
count. Ohio’s count results, by year: 

     w2025 428 (31 counties surveyed)
     w2024: 412 (32 counties surveyed)
     w2023: 357 (30 counties surveyed) 
     w2022: 311 (26 counties surveyed) 

2025 Midwest Crane Count results

Sandhill Cranes at Delaware Wildlife Area. (Photo by Rich Bradley). 

     w2021: 160 (five counties surveyed) 
Pre-selected counties are surveyed during the crane’s nesting 
season to monitor Ohio’s growing breeding population of  
sandhill cranes. Counties are selected based on the availability 
of  wetland habitat that cranes use for nesting. Killbuck Marsh 
and Funk Bottoms wildlife areas in Wayne County, as well as 
the western Lake Erie marshes in Lucas, Ottawa, and San-
dusky counties, are prime breeding areas for sandhills. This 
year, volunteers searched assigned locations in probable crane 
habitat from 6:30-8:30 a.m. on Sunday, April 12 and reported 
results via eBird.

A sandhill crane is a tall wading bird characterized by a long 
neck and bill. It is mostly gray in plumage with a red patch 
on its forehead. It is often recognized by its rolling bugle call. 
During the breeding season, sandhills are secretive and take 
on a rusty color from muddy environments. Sandhills are 
migratory, breeding in wetlands across the northern U.S. and 
Canada, and wintering farther south in North America.

These regal birds were once extirpated (disappeared) from 
Ohio. They returned to Wayne County in 1987 to breed and 
have been slowly expanding since. They are still listed as a 
threatened species in Ohio.
Continued on Page 3
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Last month’s mystery bird was a House Finch.  This month’s mystery bird was photographed on 27 September 2025 in Delaware County, 
Ohio.

Can you identify this?

Wildlife enthusiasts can support sandhill cranes by pur-
chasing an Ohio Wildlife Legacy Stamp. All of  the stamp’s 
proceeds go to wildlife conservation, benefiting species of  
greatest conservation need through the Wildlife Diversity 
Fund. This fund supports habitat restoration, wildlife and 
habitat research projects, creation of  free wildlife educa-
tional materials, as well as efforts to restore and conserve 
endangered and threatened species. The legacy stamp can be 
purchased online through Ohio’s Wildlife Licensing System 
and at any location that sells hunting and fishing licenses.
The mission of  the Division of  Wildlife is to conserve and 
improve fish and wildlife resources and their habitats for 
sustainable use and appreciation by all. Visit wildohio.gov to 
find out more. ODNR ensures a balance between wise use 
and protection of  our natural resources for the benefit of  
all. Visit the ODNR website at ohiodnr.gov.

Addendum by Rich Bradley

Several members of  the Delaware County Bird Club par-
ticipated in the crane survey this year.  A total of  4 cranes 
were observed in the blocks that we surveyed. We had 31 
observers in 15 block teams who participated in the count in 
Delaware County.

Continued from Page 2

DELAWARE COUNTY BIRD 
CLUB PROGRAMS

The Delaware County Bird Club in-person 
meetings and program presentations have 
resumed. They take place on the fourth 
Monday of each month, September through 
April, except in November and December 
when they are held on alternate days to ac-
commodate the Thanksgiving and Christmas 
holidays. Meetings are held in the lodge at 
Deer Haven Park at 4183 Liberty Road, Dela-
ware Ohio, 43015. Doors open at 6:30 p.m., 
programs begin at 7 p.m., and are followed 
by reports of local bird sightings and social-
izing. Meeting dates can also be found on 
the Preservation Parks of Delaware County 
calendar at this link: https://preservation-
parks.recdesk.com/Community/Calendar


